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Dog gets stem cell surgery
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WALKER, Mich. (WZZM)- Boris, a 12 year-old Chow mix dog, is a pioneer. Tuesday he became the first
dog in West Michigan to receive stem cell therapy.  It was performed by Dr. James Kelley, D.V.M. to treat
Boris' arthritis and hip displasia.

"It actually is causing this cartilage to go back to its original state - that's what stem cells do - they're
rudiment cells that things grow out of," said Dr. Kelley.

The procedure involved drawing some fat from the dog's shoulder. The stem cells are separated and
activated, and then injected into the affected areas.

Noticeable improvement should be felt within two to six weeks, according to Medi-Vet America, which
developed the treatment.

Medi-Vet says it's distributed the stem cell kits to 3,500 veterinarians across the country.

"The previous generation stem cell technology, developed in 2002, required veterinarians to ship samples to
a West Coast laboratory for the stem cells to be separated, then wait days for the cells to be returned for
injection."

The new technology costs about $1,800 for dogs and cats, $2,400 for horses, about half the price of the old
procedure.
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