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FOX 17 News Reporter
8:20 p.m. EST, December 13, 2011

WALKER, Mich— It’s the first procedure of its kind in West
Michigan, an in-house stem cell therapy that happens in one place,
in one day, on your family pet.

Meet Boris, or "Handsome Boris" as his owners call him, for obvious
reasons. He's a chow mix who loves to run outside with his K-9
sister, Natasha. 

At nearly 12-years-old, he's not as spry as he once was.
Osteo-arthritis has slowed him down, and it hurts to walk.

Owner Paul Bultnick says the days of Boris and Natasha playing
and chasing varmints, are behind them.

Boris' long time vet, Dr. James Kelley in Walker has tried everything
from anti-inflammatory steroids to lasers to help him feel better, but
now, he's trying something new. 

Boris is the first dog in West Michigan to receive in-house stem cell
therapy.

"It makes a much better quality of life,” says Dr. Kelley. "Some of these olddogs that we treat can hardly walk."

Dr. Kelley took three to four teaspoons of fat from the dog's shoulder, then a lab technician from Medi-Vet, who
sold the kit, is on hand to oversee the scientific process. 

Basically, the fatty tissue, contains dormit stem cells.  The dormant stem cells are digested with enzymes in a
beaker, mixed with six different solutions throughout the process, then separated until  they have about a half-
teaspoon of usable stem cells. Next an LED light activates the tiny wonders.

"Stem cells are basically cells that have not been told what to do in the body yet," explains Trey Smith, a lab
technician from Medi-Vet in Kentucky. "If you inject them into a joint where there's not a lot of cartilage, they'll
become cartilage if they need to."

"These stem cells are actually going to regenerate that joint," adds Dr. Kelley.

Boris gets four injections, two in the knees and two more in the hips. 

The vet says that it will take anywhere from two weeks to 90 days before Boris will feel better. 
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Kelley’s Animal Clinic is only the third hospital in Michigan to offer this new in-house technology. Before, vets had
to send the tissue to California. 

"They would process the cells then send them back," says Dr. Kelley, "but they found a lot of the cells, in transit,
were dying."

What used to take days, is now an out-patient procedure. Plus, the price is three to four times cheaper, ranging
from $1,500 to $1,800. 

"Your dog becomes one of your family," smiles Bultinck who will pick up Boris after work. "If you’re fortunate to be
able to afford it, it's an easy decision."

He says his other dog, Natasha, will get the same treatment in about a week, so the sibling pair should be back to
chasing deer together in no time. 

Dr. Kelley says there is research supporting the use of stem cells for things like diabetes, inflammatory bowel
disease, kidney problems, and even skin conditions, as the stem cells are able to regenerate and repair problems
in the body. He plans help more animals after Boris.  

For more information on Dr. Kelly's clinic, visit their website http://www.kelleysanimalclinic.com.
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Kimmy Shelton at 10:51 AM December 14, 2011
Well while we are all born to die, animals also need help. Pets become like family members. Why do
people spend all that money on drugs and alcohol or war or stupid studies ? It's a personal choice. I say
it's a big step into the future.

JOE KOETS at 8:58 AM December 14, 2011
Death is a normal insident in life.  Why put it off by spending money that could be spend on hungry kids
and adults?  Dogs are animals not humans.
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Kimmy Shelton at 8:28 AM December 14, 2011
I work at Doc Keleys as a groomer and I have personally been taking my animals there for 30 years. I
feel like this is a step in the right direction. As they know me well there,  it is very hard to lose a pet this
could be something big for per lovers.
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