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Dogs receive first in-clinic stem cell therapy in
Triangle

= ||

. > //"T/F"I By KEITH UPCHURCH

\ \\ kupchurch@heraldsun.com; 419-6612

DURHAM — Tucker is a lucky dog — and a
pioneer.

The 7-year-old Labrador retriever is lucky

because he has owners who spent $2,000

Friday for stem cell therapy at Triangle

/ Veterinary Hospital to give him relief from
‘ painful arthritis.

Tucker was one of two dogs to get what is believed to be the first in-clinic stem cell

therapy in the Triangle.

The procedure was performed by veterinarian Chuck Miller, who expects Tucker and his
other stem cell patient — an 8-year-old German shepherd named Tobo with hip
dysplasia and degenerative joint disease — to regain a much higher quality of life.

It was the first time Miller had done the procedure, and he’s glad to be a pioneer.

“All great things have to start somewhere, and this is really exciting,” Miller said. “It’s
great to have a new therapy that is relatively affordable, is minimally invasive and has
very few complications. It's not going to be a cure for everybody. It's not the fountain of
youth. But it gives us another therapy with minimal risk that can help a lot of arthritic
animals.”

As Tucker lay across the operating table, Miller expertly removed fat from his side. The
stem cells were then separated from the fat during a three-hour procedure at the
hospital on Old Chapel Hill Road. They're then activated with a laser-like technology,
and platelet-rich plasma is added. The technology was pioneered by MediVet-America,
based in Kentucky.

The final step was to inject the stem cells back into Tucker’s arthritic joints — both
elbows and knees and his left shoulder.

Stem cells then zero in on the body’s inflamed areas.
“I like to think of them as healing cells,” Miller said.

It's not certain yet if the stem cells regenerate tendons and cartilage “because this is so
new.”

Miller said there’s a good chance that the inflamed joints will be improved dramatically.
“And who knows what the other applications are going to be?” he said.

One thing Miller likes about the procedure is that all cells that go into an animal’s body
were taken from it, so there’s no moral controversy about stem cells taken from

embryos.

Miller said it should be clear in about a month if the procedure worked.
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“Some people have said that there’s a 96 percent increase in these animals’ comfort,” he
said. “It's a huge potential for improvement.”

Tucker’s owner, Jarrod Lichty of Leesburg, Va., and formerly of Durham, watched every
minute of his beloved dog’s operation Friday with his wife.

“After hearing about stem cell surgery, | wanted to take advantage of the opportunity,”
Lichty said. “I'm hoping that in a couple of weeks, he’s better than he’s ever been.”

“He’s an amazing dog,” he said. “Nothing bothers him. He’s always wagging his tail.”

Tucker and Tobo were able to leave the hospital the same day as the procedure, and will
be monitored daily by the hospital.

As for the future, Miller expects to treat more animals with stem cell therapy.

“This is just the tip of the iceberg,” he said. “That’s why this is so fascinating.
Regenerative medicine is such a new science. It's going to be really far-reaching.”

[ Share This Article | 3 20 F

similar stories

Frontiers of stem cell treatment offer hope, risks

College of Veterinary Medicine at N.C. State researches stem cell therapy
$10.2M grant to fund research

UNC pharmacologists awarded funding from the Department of Defense

Ruling faces appeal, halts stem cell funds

Circulation My Content
@he Herald-Sun Make a Payment My Profies
s .. My Ads
Start a Subscription
The Herald-Sun, 2828 Pickett Road - W BV
S lrlsrelel=Etil, Teigae (R, Delivery Problems My Blogs
Durham, NC 27705 « 919-419-6500 Going on Vacation My Buddies
; ; M ri
Powered by Matchbin Inc Copyright © 2009 Carrier Inquiry M; ?LOotgz
Try Us My Videos
Reader Rewards Card
Contact Us

http://heraldsun.com/view/full_story/16405817/article-Dogs-receive-first-in-clinic-stem-cell-therapy-in-Triangle-?instance=homefifthleft[11/17/2011 3:19:02 PM]

Term of Use

Buy Photo Reprints

Find Durham, NC Jobs

Archives - pay per article

Archives (FREE for Herald Sun Subscribers)

I articles I |

|| search l



http://heraldsun.com/pages/matchbin
http://heraldsun.com/pages/iframed_circulation
http://heraldsun.com/pages/new_subscriptions
http://heraldsun.com/pages/circulation_delivery_problems
http://heraldsun.com/pages/circulation_on_vacation
http://heraldsun.com/pages/circulation_carrier_application
http://heraldsun.com/pages/new_subscriptions
http://heraldsun.com/pages/reader_rewards
http://heraldsun.com/pages/my_content
http://heraldsun.com/pages/my_profiles
http://heraldsun.com/pages/my_ads
http://heraldsun.com/pages/my_events
http://heraldsun.com/pages/my_blogs
http://heraldsun.com/pages/my_buddies
http://heraldsun.com/pages/my_stories
http://heraldsun.com/pages/my_photos
http://heraldsun.com/pages/my_videos
http://heraldsun.com/pages/senior_times
http://heraldsun.com/pages/we_are_durham
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?v=wall&ref&gid=48407784884
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250
http://heraldsun.com/view/full_story/7813858/article-Frontiers-of-stem-cell-treatment-offer-hope--risks?
http://heraldsun.com/view/full_story/16397930/article-College-of-Veterinary-Medicine-at-N-C--State-researches-stem-cell-therapy-?
http://heraldsun.com/view/full_story/6767818/article--10-2M-grant-to-fund-research?
http://heraldsun.com/view/full_story/9774526/article-UNC-pharmacologists-awarded-funding-from-the-Department-of-Defense?
http://heraldsun.com/view/full_story/9262342/article-Ruling-faces-appeal--halts-stem-cell-funds?


http://heraldsun.com/pages/contact_us
http://heraldsun.com/pages/footer_terms_of_use
http://heraldsun.mycapture.com/
http://jobsearch.local-jobs.monster.com/Search.aspx?wt.mc_n=hjnpsearch&ch=heraldsun&q=&where=Durham,%20NC&re=130&cy=us&brd=1
http://heraldsun.com/pages/archives
http://heraldsun.com/pages/archives_subscribers

javascript:;
javascript:;
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=matchjerk&source=tbx-250&lng=en-us&s=digg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fheraldsun.com%2Fbookmark%2F16405817%2Farticle-Dogs%2Breceive%2Bfirst%2Bin-clinic%2Bstem%2Bcell%2Btherapy%2Bin%2BTriangle%250D%250A&title=Dogs%20receive%20first%20in-clinic%20stem%20cell%20therapy%20in%20Triangle&ate=AT-matchjerk/-/-/4ec5963a18573671/1&frommenu=1&uid=4ec5963a2fb99dd5&description=Tucker%20is%20a%20lucky%20dog%20%E2%80%93%20and%20a%20pioneer.&ct=1&tt=0
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=matchjerk&source=tbx-250&lng=en-us&s=fark&url=http%3A%2F%2Fheraldsun.com%2Fbookmark%2F16405817%2Farticle-Dogs%2Breceive%2Bfirst%2Bin-clinic%2Bstem%2Bcell%2Btherapy%2Bin%2BTriangle%250D%250A&title=Dogs%20receive%20first%20in-clinic%20stem%20cell%20therapy%20in%20Triangle&ate=AT-matchjerk/-/-/4ec5963a18573671/2&frommenu=1&uid=4ec5963a7a06b625&description=Tucker%20is%20a%20lucky%20dog%20%E2%80%93%20and%20a%20pioneer.&ct=1&tt=0

	heraldsun.com
	The Herald-Sun - Dogs receive first in clinic stem cell therapy in Triangle


	5zdGFuY2U9aG9tZWZpZnRobGVmdAA=: 
	select0: [content]

	5zdGFuY2U9aG9tZWZpZnRobGVmdAA=: 
	form1: 
	string: 
	commit: 




