
9/11 rescue dog gets rare stem cell transplant - WKRN, Nashville, Tennessee News, Weather and Sports |

http://www.wkrn.com/story/16020410/9-11-rescue-dog-gets-stem-cell-transplant[11/17/2011 3:15:35 PM]

Email Share | Print Text Size

GOODLETTSVILLE, Tenn. -

9/11 rescue dog gets rare stem cell transplant

Confirm
Recommend You recommend 9/11 rescue dog gets rare stem cell transplant. · Add Comment · Admin

Page · Insights · Error
Michael Born and 56 others recommend this.56 people recommend this. Be the first of your

                 Posted: Nov 11, 2011 2:28 PM PST

Reported By Jamey Tucker, Video Journalist - bio | email

A 15-year-old black lab underwent
groundbreaking stem cell surgery Friday morning to relieve arthritis in
her elbows.

Bailey, who lives in Thompson Station with owner Keith Lindley, served
as a search and rescue dog with Tennessee Task Force One in the
days following September 11, 2001.  She helped in the Pentagon.

"I'm a fireman and I know what she did," said Lindley, fighting back
tears.  "She's a good dog, and I just want her to be comfortable."

According to Lindley, Bailey has had a particularly difficult time climbing
and going down steps.

She stays mostly outside and plays with Lindley's four-year old twins,
Savannah and Sidney.

"I am hoping she'll be able to walk through the yard and not limp,"
Lindley said.

Doctors at Companion Animal Hospital in Goodlettsville performed the
stem cell surgery with Dr. Katherine Wilkie of Medi-Vet America.

Medi-Vet learned of Bailey from a photo spread in the New York Times
featuring the 11 dogs still alive who worked 9/11 with the Federal

MEMBER CENTER:  Create Account |  Log In SITE SEARCH WEB SEARCH BY 

Bailey served as a search and
rescue dog with Tennessee Task
Force One in the days following

September 11, 2001, helping in the

 

 

 

From the Money Channel
Black Friday shopping dangers
Make a killer first impression
5 peer pressure purchases
Health care to Supreme Court
Customer complaints are good

Local News
Dog injured in domestic incident placed in foster
home

Ky. man jailed for exposing, touching self in store

Salvation Army Angel Tree Program in desperate
need of donations

Child pornography defendant says he's blind

Gunman ID'd in fatal shooting outside restaurant

Convicted sex offender charged with 10 statutory
rape counts

United Way hosts community baby shower in
Nashville

Local toy stores show off top toys for holidays

http://www.wkrn.com/
http://www.wkrn.com/category/126083/news
http://www.wkrn.com/category/221778/photo-galleries
http://www.wkrn.com/weather
http://www.wkrn.com/category/204101/traffic
http://www.wkrn.com/category/126084/sports-main
http://www.wkrn.com/category/127493/contests
http://www.wkrn.com/category/143471/perfect-home
http://www.wkrn.com/category/152226/perfect-health
http://www.wkrn.com/category/68446/lifestyle
http://www.wkrn.com/category/126085/community
http://www.wkrn.com/category/127491/wkrn
http://www.wkrn.com/Global/Create_Email_Story.asp?s=16020410&Headline=9%2F11%20rescue%20dog%20gets%20rare%20stem%20cell%20transplant&pageurl=9-11-rescue-dog-gets-stem-cell-transplant&creationdate=2011/11/11
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-4bbcc485014c0ab2
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16020410/9-11-rescue-dog-gets-stem-cell-transplant?clienttype=printable
http://www.facebook.com/mikeborn
http://www.wkrn.com/story/7973013/jamey-tucker
mailto:jtucker@wkrn.com
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3bc2/0/0/%2a/t;245266490;0-0;1;36264714;3454-728/90;44807606/44825394/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.mcdonalds.com/mcrib
javascript: WNMemberCenterManager.gotoLoginLink('create')
javascript: WNMemberCenterManager.gotoLoginLink('login')
http://www.facebook.com/wkrntv
http://www.wkrn.com/category/204918/twitter-facebook
http://www.wkrn.com/Global/story.asp?S=8047683
http://www.wkrn.com/Global/Link.asp?L=104054
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-4bbcc485014c0ab2
http://wkrn.images.worldnow.com/images/16020410_BG2.jpg
http://wkrn.images.worldnow.com/images/16020410_BG4.jpg
http://wkrn.images.worldnow.com/images/16020410_BG1.jpg
http://www.wkrn.com/

http://wkrn.images.worldnow.com/images/16020410_BG2.jpg
http://wkrn.images.worldnow.com/images/16020410_BG4.jpg
http://wkrn.images.worldnow.com/images/16020410_BG1.jpg

http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3bc2/3/0/%2a/i%3B245370102%3B0-0%3B0%3B28471789%3B3242-300/150%3B43698567/43716354/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.wkrn.com/category/219717/advantage-shutters-closets-nashville-tn
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3bc2/3/0/%2a/v%3B249063002%3B0-0%3B0%3B25271937%3B896-300/75%3B45136807/45154595/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.wkrn.com/story/15999696/5-pitfalls-of-shopping-on-black-Friday
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3bc2/3/0/%2a/v%3B249063002%3B0-0%3B0%3B25271937%3B896-300/75%3B45136807/45154595/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.wkrn.com/story/15975462/5-ways-to-make-a-killer-first-impression
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3bc2/3/0/%2a/v%3B249063002%3B0-0%3B0%3B25271937%3B896-300/75%3B45136807/45154595/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.wkrn.com/story/15999738/5-things-people-buy-because-of-peer-pressure
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3bc2/3/0/%2a/v%3B249063002%3B0-0%3B0%3B25271937%3B896-300/75%3B45136807/45154595/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.wkrn.com/story/16036846/supreme-court-agrees-to-settle-fight-over-obama-health-care-law
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3bc2/3/0/%2a/v%3B249063002%3B0-0%3B0%3B25271937%3B896-300/75%3B45136807/45154595/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.wkrn.com/story/16033806/why-i-love-when-my-customers-complain
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16069284/dog-injured-in-domestic-incident-placed-in-foster-home
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16069284/dog-injured-in-domestic-incident-placed-in-foster-home
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16066918/ky-man-jailed-for-exposing-touching-self-in-store
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16068877/salvation-army-angel-tree-program-desperately-needs-donations
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16068877/salvation-army-angel-tree-program-desperately-needs-donations
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16067987/child-pornography-defendant-says-hes-blind
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16068190/gunman-in-fatal-shooting-outside-restaurant
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16068267/convicted-sex-offender-charged-with-10-statutory-rape-counts
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16068267/convicted-sex-offender-charged-with-10-statutory-rape-counts
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16069115/united-way-community-baby-shower
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16069115/united-way-community-baby-shower
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16068288/toy-stores


9/11 rescue dog gets rare stem cell transplant - WKRN, Nashville, Tennessee News, Weather and Sports |

http://www.wkrn.com/story/16020410/9-11-rescue-dog-gets-stem-cell-transplant[11/17/2011 3:15:35 PM]

Emergency Management Agency.

The surgery involves removing fat tissue from the dog and reducing it to
the point only active stem cells remain.

Those stem cells are then inserted back into the dog where they will
repair the joints and muscles and relieve any pain.

"It's like a tissue transplant with their own tissue so you don't get
rejection issues like you would transplanting with a different animal,"
explained Dr. Mary Ergen, who performed the surgery.

She said the procedure has been around for animals for only about a
year, but can benefit any animal, regardless of age.

Older dogs though, are the ones who suffer the most.

"At about 10, when they start slowing down, we're like 'they're just getting old' but actually it might be pain
that we can control and eliminate," Dr. Ergen continued.

Bailey's surgery to remove the fat tissue went well and she was walking about an hour after surgery.

Dr. Ergen said once she recovers from the second procedure to replace the stem cells, Bailey should be
able to walk pain free for the rest of her life.

The stem cell procedure costs about $1,800.

Medi-Vet and Companion Animal Hospital provided the surgery for Bailey at no cost to thank her for her
service as a member of Tennessee Task Force One.

                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                     

Pentagon.
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I think you are very narrow in your thinking for a couple of different reasons.
The financial aid available to perform the surgery to thank Bailey for rescuing
humans during 9-11 is money/services provided gratis by veterinarians. Do
you guys want a vet when you get ready to have heart or brain surgery or if
you need to be treated for cancer? And secondly, the research performed on
our animals is research that is going to benefit us sooner or later. I am legally
blind with a disease for which there is no cure. Do you think I'm going to
question the value of dogs being provided with eye surgeries and visual care
free of charge when it may well restore my sight one day? One such
experimental treatment is in existence right now. Widen your horizons; open
your minds, and quit trying to do a political commentary on subjects where you
are painfully shy of knowledge!

Barbara
5 days ago

-3 
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I agree with cham77. What a waste of money. The dog is 15 frickin' years old!
Most humans suffering with arthritis wouldn't be able to get/afford that kind of
treatment. Yet another example of a society turned upside down.

Michael
6 days ago
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The more people I meet, the more I love my dogs.Censored!
6 days ago

0 
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Better than we treat our own people.cham77
6 days ago
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